M I C

MA KIN G IT C O U NT

Key Words by Section

ACCESS

School Meals Accountability & Responsibility Training Tools

Categorically Eligible Children
Categorically eligible children are those who are
automatically eligible for free meal benefits because
they receive benefits under Assistance Programs such
as SNAP or TANF or are designated as Other Source
Categorically Eligible if they are homeless, runaway or
are part of Head Start or Even Start.
Community Eligibility
Community eligibility is a special provision program,
which allows eligible schools to provide meals at no
charge in high poverty areas.
Confirming Official
The Confirming Official reviews applications to confirm
children’s eligibility status that has been determined by
the Determining Official.
Determining Official
The Determining Official is responsible for reviewing
each incoming application to ensure that the household
has submitted a complete and accurate application. The
official makes a determination as to whether or not the
child is eligible for free or reduced price meals.
Direct Certification
In Massachusetts, direct certification is the process of
determining free eligible students through electronic
data in the Virtual Gateway.
Direct Verification
In Massachusetts, direct verification is the process of
verifying student’s eligibility through electronic data in
the Virtual Gateway.
Error prone
An application is error prone if the reported monthly
income falls within $100 of the income threshold listed
in the applicable income Eligibility Guidelines.

FDPIR
FDPIR is short for the Food Distribution Program on
Indian Reservations. FDPIR provides nutrition
assistance to low-income households who live on Indian
reservations or approved areas near a reservation.
Foster Child
A Foster Child is a child whose care and placement is
the responsibility of the State. Foster children are
categorically eligible for free meals without further
application.
Hearing Official
The hearing official is responsible for handling
complaints and for scheduling and hearing appeals
when households dispute their eligibility determination.
Houshold
This is a group of related or non-related individuals who
are living as one economic unit.
LEA – Local Education Agency
The Local Educational Agency or LEA has
administrative control over schools. In certain instances
they may handle all or some aspects of the Meal Benefit
Issuance.
Other Source Categorically Eligible Children
These include foster, migrant, homeless or runaway
children and children who are part of a Head Start or
Even Start program. Other source categorically eligible
children are automatically eligible for free meals.
Provision 2
This is an alternate provision program, which allows
schools to offer meals at not charge to students, and
reduces the application burdens to once every four
years.
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Sample Pool
This is the number of approved applications on file as
of October 1. This number does not include exempt
applications such as those with only foster children
listed or those whose listed children were directly
certified.
Sample size
This is the number of applications that are subject to
verification.
SFA - School Food Authority
The School Food Authority is the local agency that has
the legal authority to operate the school meals
programs.
SNAP
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
was formerly the Food Stamp Program. Children who
are members of a household receiving SNAP benefits
should be directly certified.
TANF/TAFDC
TANF is short for Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families. In Massachusetts, it’s called Transitional
Assistance to Families with Dependent Children -- or
TAFDC. Children in families receiving TANF benefits are
categorically eligible for free meals.
Verification
Verification is the process of verifying eligibility for free
and reduced price meals determined through the
application process. Verification must include either
confirmation of income eligibility or confirmation that
the child or any member of the household is receiving
assistance under SNAP, FDPIR or TANF or that a child
is Other Source Categorically Eligible. Verification may
include confirmation of any other information required
on the application, such as household size.
Verifying Official
The Verifying Official conducts verification and is
responsible for examining applications and
accompanying documents provided by households to
ensure that the eligibility determination that was made is
valid.

2

